
Do you agree or disagree? Only boys are bullied. Kids  
who get picked on usually deserve it.  Bullies can change  
their behavior. 
These were a few of the statements made at a Stand Up and 
Speak Out assembly to raise awareness about bullying on 
Dignity Day at Jefferson Academic Center in Port Jefferson.
The middle school students enrolled at this Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES special education program watched two 
powerful videos: How Bullying Feels and Boomerang before 
participating in an interactive question-and-answer assembly. 
Assistant Principal Kenneth McCloud said, “The assembly was 
designed to raise awareness about bullying and cyber bullying, 
offer solutions, and be a learning tool for the students. We want them 

to know that it’s NOT 
tattling when you 

tell an adult 
when you’re 

being bullied and that bullying is NOT a normal 
part of growing up.” 

As the students entered the gymnasium, 
they signed a pledge that read: I will not 
bully anyone in person or online. I will help 
anyone that’s being bullied. I will report 
bullying when I see it. I will help to make our 
school safe.

Staff and students wore anti-bullying Stand 
Up and Speak Out T-shirts in support of 

Dignity Day and the Dignity for All Students 
Act (DASA) which seeks to ensure that students 

attend school in an environment that is free from 
discrimination, intimidation, harassment, and bullying.
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Cam’ren, a student from Three Village CSD, 
signs the pledge NOT to bully.
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A new picture version of the game Bingo was created at Brookhaven Learning 
Center as a learning tool for the students to learn about the different sports 
and symbols related to the Olympic Games in Brazil.
“Each number on the Bingo square was replaced with a symbol related to the 
Olympics from SymbolStix,” said Speech Teacher Kerri Oman. The game 
still had the “FREE” center square, and the students still had to 
get five in a row on their card to win.
SymbolStix is a web-based symbol search engine 
through Unique Learning System, an online 
standards-based set of interactive tools, 
specifically designed for students with special 
needs.
Oman used Microsoft PowerPoint to create 
slides using symbols from SymbolStix that 
depicted swimming, biking, fencing, playing 
soccer, tennis, and other sports in the Olympics 
or symbols related to the Olympics such as 
the five Olympic rings, gold medals, a stadium, 
and pieces of equipment that would be used in 
competitions like gymnastics.
In addition to the students learning about the nations 
participating in the Olympic Games in Rio and the sports, 
the students applied the skills they are learning associated 
with socializing and good sportsmanship.

 Austin, Islip 
UFSD, makes 
sure he gets 

every last 
pumpkin seed.

Austin, Islip UFSD, and Bishop, 
Central Islip UFSD, show off the 

pumpkin seeds they extracted 
from the pumpkin.

Special Education Teacher Jacquelyn Caceres at Sayville Academic 
Center engaged her students in a Pumpkin Exploration Project to teach 
math and science. Caceres said, “The students examined, explored, 
observed, and gathered data about this seasonal delight. Pumpkins 
are a great manipulative tool for math and science.”

It’s a great tactile project too. The students really enjoyed 
scooping the stringy pulp and seeds from the inside of  

the pumpkins.
Students made predictions about the size, number 

of seeds, buoyancy, and density of the pumpkins 
and documented those predictions in an activity 
booklet. They gathered facts about the pumpkins 
using measuring tools, a scale, a ruler, and string. 
Using their senses, the students also assessed 
how the pumpkins smelled, felt, and sounded, 
and documented that information as well.

PUMPKIN EXPLORATION

OLYMPIC SPORTS PICTURE BINGO
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Charles, Three Village CSD, stands in 
front of the folding screen that features 

students’ essays, poetry, and artwork 
commemorating September 11.

The students at the Bellport Academic Center 
recognized the 15th anniversary of 
September 11 by composing essays 
and poetry, and creating mini 
paintings featuring American 
pride that were displayed 
throughout the school. The 
largest collection of work 
was featured on a folding 
screen for all to see in 
the school atrium, while 
a selection of paintings 
were hung outside the 
art room. Pictured are 
some proud students 
and their work:

BAC STUDENTS COMMEMORATE 9/11 WITH CREATIVITY

Thomas, Miller Place UFSD, 
points to his work.

Samples of the work exhibited at BAC.

Casey,  
William Floyd UFSD,  

and Aaliya, Connetquot CSD,  
flank the bulletin board outside the  

art room displaying mini patriotic paintings.



Students at Centereach Academic Center decorated the 
sidewalks around their building with chalk drawings for 
International Day of Peace.

CHALKING FOR PEACE
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Teachers at Westhampton Beach Learning Center and across the 
agency are utilizing a new curriculum to teach vocabulary words. 
It’s not the old memorization method of writing the dictionary 
definition of the word 10 times in a notebook.
Students are learning vocabulary words using a tier 
method. Tier 1 vocabulary includes common words 
used in everyday language and experiences. Kiana, a 
student from Center Moriches UFSD, is learning Tier 2 
vocabulary words. 
Special Education Teacher Dawn Heptig said, “Tier 2 
words can be abstract. They are words that we use in 
everyday language but they can be difficult to define; 
for example, the word display.”
Kiana is learning the vocabulary word display by 
drawing or sketching a picture of the word, using the 
word in a sentence, writing a definition, using her own 
words, and figuring out the synonyms or related words to 
the word display.
Heptig said, “Kiana is really engaged in meaningful learning.”

MEANINGFUL LEARNING OF VOCABULARY WORDS
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Jacob, East Islip UFSD, a student in Special Education Teacher Amy 
Hope’s class at Sayville Academic Center is learning math by using 

interlocking counting cubes.
Interlocking counting cubes are a type of math manipulative 
designed to help a student understand concepts through hands-
on experiences. 
Jacob was directed to count to 25. The number was written on 
a dry erase board and placed on the table in front of him so he 
could refer to it. First Jacob began building a vertical tower to 
reach his goal of 25. As it got taller and taller, Jacob re-thought 
his plan and reconstructed the interlocking cubes on the 

tabletop in rows of 10.
The counting cubes are an accommodation in the Common Core 

Curriculum and provide a developmentally appropriate, hands-on, 
visual experience for Jacob.

The Adult Education Esthetician Program located in 
Brentwood is a NYS licensed 600-hour course. Over 
the course of 75 day classes or 150 evening classes, 
students learn skin types and care, facial masks and 
peels, exfoliation methods, massage techniques, and 
hair removal. They also learn about the anatomy of the 
skin, muscles, tissues, nerves, endocrine system, and 
circulatory system. 
The classroom is divided into three sections 
to allow for academics, a sterile 
clinical laboratory, and a spa-like 
area with a spray-tan booth.
Licensed Esthetician Nancy 
Winter is the industry 
professional who teaches 
the class. She said, “I 
believe that investing 
in our skin is an 
investment that lasts  
a lifetime.”
The United States 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
estimates that between 
2014 and 2024, the growth 
in demand for estheticians 
will be 12 percent, faster than the 
average occupation.

CONNECTING WITH MATH  
USING COUNTING CUBES

GLOWING JOB OUTLOOK 
FOR SKINCARE SPECIALISTS



International Day at Westhampton Beach Learning 
Center (WHBLC) gave students the opportunity to learn 
about the different countries attending the Olympics 
in Rio. Countries included Australia, Belgium, Brazil, 
Canada, Colombia, Czech Republic, Italy, Jamaica, and, 
of course, the USA.
Each class at WHBLC chose a country and researched 
the culture. Students found interesting and fun facts 
pertaining to popular music, holidays, the country flag, 
important and influential 
people, and 

information about the competing Olympians. Artful 
posters were crafted and popular food dishes were 
prepared to share when tourists came to visit.
This project-based learning compelled students to 
be creative, use a variety of resources, be motivated, 
socialize, and have fun. Poster projects covered the walls 
of WHBLC, different music beats and sounds drifted 
from the classrooms into the hallway, and artifacts were 
displayed inside the classrooms.
Summer Supervisor Jenny Cook said, “The students 

left their countries and went on a tour through 
the buildings visiting all the other countries. 

Every class had something special to 
offer. This was an innovative learning 

experience for the students and 
staff. Everyone seemed to learn 
something new and, of course, 
the food was a big hit.” 

INTERNATIONAL DAY
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Learning began with a healthy breakfast at Eastern Suffolk BOCES Summer 
School at Bellport Academic Center (BAC). “Kids need nutritious food to learn,” 
said Teaching Assistant Mary Longo.
BAC is a location deemed eligible for the free school meal program provided 
by Island Harvest Summer Food Service Program, a federally 
funded program that provides free, nutritious meals and 
snacks to children. 
Longo contacted the organization and 
secured breakfast for over 100 students. 
She attended training to become a 
site supervisor and learn about her 
responsibilities at BAC. They included 
receiving food and maintaining 
food safety, supervising lunch 
distribution, setting up and cleaning 
up, recording and reporting the 
number of meals served each day, 
and offering nutrition education. 
Breakfast consisted of one serving 
of milk, one or more servings of 
vegetables and/or fruit, and one 
serving of grain or bread. Lunch was 
also served at BAC. Lunch was the 
same as breakfast with the addition of 
one serving of meat or meat alternative.  
Snack was a 100 percent shelf-stable juice 
and an enriched whole grain snack.

IT’S ACADEMIC AT BELLPORT 
ACADEMIC CENTER

Hair Extension Specialist Barbara Lhotan from Academy Pro Hair, Inc. and Paul Mitchell 
Metro demonstrated how to apply hair extensions using micro-beads to students 

enrolled in the Cosmetology Program at the Academy at Ward Technical Center  
in Riverhead. 

The micro-bead system has become very popular because there’s no glue, no 
heat, no tape, and no sewing. It’s virtually damage-free and the durability is 

about three to four months.
Cosmetology Teacher Carolyn McKillop 

said, “The students were both excited 
and eager to learn hair extension 

techniques from Barbara and 
appreciated her advice about 

employment opportunities.”
Business and industry 
partners are important 
to career and technical 
education programs 

because they provide advice, 
advocacy tools, and knowledge 

about work readiness and an 
understanding of employment and 

career options.

COSMETOLOGY STUDENTS LEARN NEW TECHNIQUES
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The SAC at Sherwood Elementary School students celebrated 
Halloween in Art Teacher Darlene Siracusano’s class with a spooky 

bagel breakfast and an activity that tested their sense of touch. 
Students put their hands inside eight covered buckets to 
identify the mystery objects which had 
slimy, foamy, and gritty textures, 
before filling in their answers 
on a worksheet – a great 
way to kick off the holiday 
while learning.

GETTING TOUCHY ON HALLOWEEN

Spooky bagels 
came with a take-

home prize.

Four members of the U.S. Coast Guard visited Premm 
Learning Center recently to participate in a ceremony 
that celebrated their branch of the military’s heroic 
rescue operation of half a million civilians from 
lower Manhattan on September 11, 2001. Premm 
is an ESBOCES school that provides special 
education services to students between the 
ages of five and 21. 
Most people are not aware that immediately 
after the attacks on September 11, the Coast 
Guard put out an “All Call” to any ship in the area 
of lower Manhattan to aid in the rescue of the 
thousands of people trapped downtown. More than 
150 boats answered the call and evacuated 500,000 
people in nine hours – the largest maritime rescue to this day. 
The four Coast Guards who attended the event are stationed 
at Montauk and Coram, but accepted the plaque on behalf of 
the entire branch. They interacted with many of the students, 
received homemade cards, and helped the students tape 
cardboard boats to a wall-sized mural. Said 
Carolynn Hansen, principal of 
Premm, “We chose to 
dedicate the ceremony 
to the United States 
Coast Guard 
who led the call 
to duty during 
this maritime 
evacuation. The 
students learned 
firsthand that the Coast 
Guard works as community 
helpers along our nation’s shores.”

PREMM LEARNING CENTER HONORS 
COAST GUARD ON PATRIOT DAY

PLC Assistant Principal Sara 
Wainwright with Montauk-based 

Coast Guards Petty Officer First 
Class Nickolas Meegan; Seaman 

Apprentice Jory Marini-Berry; Petty 
Officer Jake Totten; Coram-based Coast 

Guard Petty Officer Taylor-Lynn Kunkle; and PLC 
Principal Carolyn Hansen.

Students and staff at PLC pose with members  
of the U.S. Coast Guard in front of a  

hand-painted mural of the  
former Twin  

Towers.

Seaman  
Apprentice  

Jory Marini-Berry helps Martin,  
Middle Country CSD, paste  

a cardboard boat to the mural.

Phoenix, Central Islip UFSD;  
Nathan, Connetquot CSD; and  

Michael, Connetquot CSD, attempt to  
guess the contents of the covered buckets using their sense of touch.
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To keep the ESBOCES team spirit strong during the recent walk at 
Jones Beach, which benefited Autism Speaks, the students in James 

Buchrieser’s class at Brookhaven Learning Center customized 
several hundred bottles of water with ESBOCES labels. This 
exercise allowed students to use fine motor skills while cutting, 
taping, and wrapping, while learning about leadership and 
community service. Excellent job!

WRAP ARTISTS

Special 
Education 
Teacher James 
Buchrieser and Mario, 
Brentwood UFSD, tape 
ESBOCES labels on water 
bottles for participants of 
the Autism Speaks walk.

Individual Aide Kim Schiano helps Zachary, 
Rocky Point UFSD, use the tape dispenser 
and cut individual pieces of tape.

Joshua, 
Brentwood 

UFSD, wraps a 
new label over a water 

bottle while Teacher Assistant 
Jeffrey Bloch looks on.

Melissa, Middle Country CSD, 
and Bobby, Sayville UFSD,  

cut apart the new ESBOCES  
water bottle labels.

The class hard 
at work.
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On September 14, 2016, Tyreik S., a William 
Floyd UFSD student enrolled in the Facilities 

Maintenance Program at Ward Technical 
Center (WTC), was recognized at a 

ceremony at the H. Lee Dennison 
Building in Hauppauge with a Certificate 
of Achievement. 
Tyreik was employed over the summer 
for six weeks at WTC through the 
Department of Labor. He excelled as 

he assisted the custodians with summer 
projects. ESBOCES Head Custodian 

Arthur McDermott said, “I recommended 
Tyreik to receive the recognition because of 

his outstanding effort, positive attitude, and 
overall excellence.”

The Facilities Maintenance Program is a special career 
education course offering that provides practical experiences 

leading to entry-level skills.
Facilities Maintenance Teacher Arthur Pagano said, “Tyreik has great 
attendance and is always eager to do whatever it takes to get a job done.”

Let’s all congratulate the students in Frank Fortunato’s Intro to 
Baking class at the Islip Career Center. They raised $110 for 
Autism Awareness with a school-wide bake sale of cookies and 

cupcakes they prepared 
themselves. The 

oversized, puzzle 
piece-shaped 

cookies and the 
blue frosting-

topped cupcakes 
wowed fellow 
students and staff 
members alike. They 
also collaborated with 
their Computer 
Graphic Arts 
classmates 
who designed 
attractive labels 
for the bags that 

held the cookies. 
Great work, students!

Anastasia, Rocky Point UFSD, 
expertly tops student-made 

cupcakes with frosting for the 
Autism Awareness Bake Sale.

INTRO TO BAKING STUDENTS RAISE 
MONEY FOR AUTISM AWARENESS

SUFFOLK COUNTY LEGISLATURE RECOGNIZES
                              OUTSTANDING STUDENT

ESBOCES  
student Tyreik,  
William Floyd UFSD, poses  
with ESBOCES Facilities Maintenance  
Teacher Arthur Pagano and Head Custodian  
Arthur McDermott after receiving a Certificate 
of Achievement from Suffolk County.
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The students at Premm Learning Center 
participated in Safe Kids Safety 
Olympics and received a 
“Champion Medal.” Safe Kids is 
led by Northwell Health whose 
goal is ‘keeping our kids safe.’
Safe Kids is an educational 
program that is easy to 
implement. The curriculum 
includes seven learning 
stations related to safety 
in sports, bicycling, 
water, pedestrian safety, 
fire, car, and home safety. 
Each student receives a 
“Safety Passport” and after 
completing all seven learning 
stations, receives a “Safety 
Olympics Champion” 
stamp and a 
“Champion Medal.”
Safe Kids 
Coordinator 
Katherine 
Blotiau said, 
“I hope the 
students 
come away 
with the 
idea that fun 
activities should 
be safe and how 

they can be safe by wearing protective gear like a helmet 
or a life jacket.” 

ESBOCES vision and speech teacher adapted  
many of the seven stations specifically for the 

Premm population. 
A staff member brought in the family boat so 

students could climb in, wear 
life jackets, pretend to bail 

water, pull up a jib, and 
learn where to stow 

items. A special 
Safety Bingo that 
incorporated 
signs and 
images was 
created so 
the students 
could learn 
about 
pedestrian 
and car 
safety. 
Therapeutic 
and balance 
bikes used at 

PLC fit perfectly 
into the bike 

safety station, 
and an inflatable 

pool was used to 
emphasize water safety 

in and around open water.

SAFE KIDS SAFETY OLYMPICS

Students and staff from three ESBOCES schools on the Islip Campus met on 
a foggy morning to walk around the facilities in support 

of Autism Awareness and to raise funds for 
Autism Speaks. Those facilities are the 

Academy at Milliken Technical 
Center, Islip Career Center, 

and Islip Academic Center. 
Additional funds were 

also collected from 
the purchase of blue 
hair extensions, bake 
sales, and pledges 
for Teacher Assistant 

Eric Ceretti to dye 
his facial hair BLUE. 

These combined efforts 
generated more than $800. 

Thank you to everyone involved!

WALKING FOR THE CAUSE
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The Food Prep students at the Bixhorn 
Technical Center recently participated in 
a pretzel making demonstration given 
by David Dombroff, chef and owner of 
the Rolling Pin Bakeries in Bay Shore 
and Setauket. The Food Prep course 
is part of the special career education 
curriculum of classes designed for 
students with special education 
needs to teach entry-level skills in 
numerous industries.
Chef Dombroff showed students 
how to prepare pretzel dough, the 
proper way to roll it out, and how to twist 
it into the traditional pretzel shape. He also 
demonstrated the safe way to use lye, a caustic 
ingredient that is used in commercial pretzel making 
to give pretzels their crunchy exterior and familiar dark 
color. Students also tapped into their creative sides 
by personalizing their pretzels with a range of flavors 
such as cinnamon, bacon, cheese, etc. 
“Chef Dombroff taught my students many 
valuable things,” explained Food Prep Teacher 
Lauren Battista. “He advised them to wear not 
one, but two pairs of protective kitchen gloves 
to guard against small holes or tears when 
handling lye. He explained that certain toppings 
need to be added halfway through the baking 
process to avoid burning, and he told us that we 
can substitute baking soda for lye, with slightly 
different results. He has a wealth of experience and 
we are grateful for his visit to our class.”

BAKERY OWNER TEACHES 
CULINARY STUDENTS  
TO MAKE PRETZELS

Chef Dombroff shows Alex, 
Connetquot CSD, how to safely 
immerse an uncooked pretzel 
into a bucket of lye while 
wearing gloves.

Chef Dombroff  
helps students refine  

their dough-rolling technique.

Food Prep 
students and  
staff pose with  
Chef Dombroff.

Chef David 
Dombroff, center, poses 

with Katan and Jada, both from 
William Floyd UFSD.

The finished product.
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On September 21, 2016, International Day of Peace, the sidewalks around the 
Patchogue-Medford High School were decorated with chalk drawings created 
by ESBOCES students participating in the global art project Chalk4Peace. They 
joined over one million artists around the globe in this pro-peace project.
The students got to work crafting peace signs, hearts, flowers, colorful mosaics, 
and serene landscapes that conveyed a sense of peace. Several students 
drew upon the words of John Lennon and Give Peace a Chance to influence 
their drawings, or created slogans like ‘Make peace not war’ and ‘Peace = 
Happiness’ to enhance their designs. 
School Social Worker Lynn Walsh said, “There is so much hatred and 
violence in the world these kids are growing up in. I wanted them to have the 
opportunity to identify themselves as defenders and prompters of peace, and 
to share that identity with their school community.”
Art Teacher Jean Kleifgen-Guli said, “Chalk4Peace gave the students an 
opportunity to really express themselves through art. The cement sidewalk 
around the parking lot was the perfect canvas.”

CHALKING 4 PEACE

For more news and information about  
Eastern Suffolk BOCES,  
please visit our website: www.esboces.org

Follow ESBOCES on

Download 
our 

mobile app!
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The LPN students in Denise Filingeri’s class at BTC helped 
fellow Food Prep schoolmates to learn the proper way to 
wash their hands. To begin, everyone rubbed a solution 
over their hands, which reveals improperly washed areas 
under a black light. Next, LPN students demonstrated 
correct hand-washing techniques. Students then took turns 
washing before viewing their hands under the black light. 
Most people were amazed at how many areas they failed to 
properly cleanse.

LPN Teacher Denise Filingeri makes her way around the 
classroom to squirt an application of a Glo Germ into the 

hands of Food Prep and LPN students. This solution is used 
to teach users the correct way to wash their hands.

Skylar Cassenti, Sachem CSD, LPN student, 
guides Michael Baumann, Center Moriches 

UFSD, Food Prep student, through the steps 
for effective hand-washing.

LPN 
students 

demonstrate how to 
safely wash their hands.

Improperly washed areas show 
up as white splotches under a 

black light.

LPN STUDENTS TAKE PRIDE 
IN BEING “WASHED UP”

YAMAHA REVS UP  
STUDENT INTEREST IN 
MOTORSPORTS TECHNOLOGY
A representative from the Yamaha Motor Corporation 

visited the students in the Marine and Motor Sports 
Program at the Academy at Bixhorn Technical 

Center. He talked to them about career 
opportunities in areas such as 

motorcycle technician, marine 
technician, ATV technician, and 
about the new Snap-on Tools 
Certification Program.

     Photo taken by AnnMarie Guli, 
   a student in the Professional  
Photography Program at BTC.

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here
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The fashion merchandising students in Joyce Sims 
class at BTC hit the ground running this school 
year. Juniors and seniors are working side-by-
side, sketching new collections, researching the 
work of famous designers, beginning work on 
their own pieces, and drawing upon influences 
from other time 
periods and 

different movements 
in the art world.

Lorraine Dominguez,  
Rocky Point UFSD, displays  

her vision for a future collection.

FASHION MERCHANDISING 
STUDENTS GET TO WORK

Students enrolled in the HVAC Program at the Academy 
at Milliken Technical Center are learning how to utilize 
small Unmanned Aircraft Systems aka drone technology 
in the classroom.
In 2014, Mr. Nick DeBlanco received a Gary D. Bixhorn 
grant to purchase a DJI Phantom 3 Professional Drone; 
in 2015, DeBlanco was awarded additional grant money. 
He used the funds to obtain a thermal image camera 
which he mounted on the drone. 
In the academic setting, students have begun 
learning about registration, certification 
requirements, and eligibility for the certificate. 
Teaching Assistant Evan Damadeo said, “Over 
the course of a week, we’ve covered how 
to handle a strong force wind, or fly away 
conditions; how to safely handle, charge, and 
store lithium batteries; what to do if you lose 
GPS; who the final authority is in case of an 
emergency; and how to interpret and read 
weather reports.”
Students practice flying the drone in a field 
outside their classroom under the guidance of 
either DeBlanco or Damadeo. 
“This new skill will better prepare my students for 
future careers. Employers are already starting to 
utilize them in order to make their businesses more 
profitable, efficient, and safe,” said DeBlanco.

DRONE TECHNOLOGY

Jacqueline  
Galdamez, Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD,  
first-year student, creates looks of her own  
while being inspired by past runway collections.

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here

For more news and information about the 
Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology,  
please visit our website: www.academyli.org

Follow the 
Academy on

Download 
our 

mobile app!

Students  
pose as a drone  

captures their picture  
from 40 feet in the air outside  

their classroom at the Academy at  
Milliken Technical Center in Oakdale.
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Building a memorial tree from repurposed materials 
like old aluminum crutches and medical equipment 
became a very purposeful project for the students at 
Centereach Academic Center (CAC).
The students enrolled at CAC bonded as they built a 
memorial tree to be presented to Brentwood UFSD. 
Principal Sue Goltz said, “This project gave them 
an opportunity to create a unique memorial to the 
Brentwood students whose lives were tragically 
taken in September.” 
Efrain, a student from Brentwood 
UFSD, said he felt good about 
doing this because he knew the 
girls who were slain. “We can 
never forget them. I went to 
middle school with them. I also 
made a cross and placed it 
where they got killed.” Efrain’s 
compassion was instrumental 
in rallying the students to 
create the sculpture.
The tree was affixed with a 
quote from John Green: “The 
nature of love is stronger than 
death,” and a poem, “A limb 
has fallen from the tree, that says: 
‘Grieve not for me. Remember the best 
times, the laughter, the song, the good life.  
I lived while I was strong’” – Anonymous
The tree took six weeks to complete. 
Students donned safety masks and 
goggles, cut leaves out of wood, spray 
painted them green, scribed their name in 

gold, and affixed them to the metal sculpture. This 
project was something that really mattered to them.  
They got involved and made this project their own.

UNIQUE MEMORIAL TREE SCULPTURE FOR BRENTWOOD

Follow us! Like us! Share us!
Eastern Suffolk BOCES AcademyLI

Students  
Raequan,  

Riverhead CSD;  
Angela, William Floyd UFSD;  

Isaiah, Bay Shore UFSD; and Omar, 
 Longwood CSD, pose around the completed Memorial Sculpture.


